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Division were to inarch to Freisingen, but then bad news was
received from the Tyrol. The rebellion had made rapid strides t here.
Under the courageous and patriotic leader, Andreas Hofer,
Bavarian and French troops had been beaten. On I2th April
Innsbruck itself was captured and there was talk of the Tyrolese
in the rear of the main Napoleonic army falling upon defenceless
Munich. Terror seized the Crown Prince, who already envisaged
his capital occupied and his father a prisoner. Urgent representa-
tions were made to Napoleon, who was also anxious about his
lines of communication, and Ludwig was ordered to return
immediately to the capital with seven Bavarian cavalry squadrons.
On the 26th, after a forced march, the Heir to the Throne arrived
at Munich. He met with no enemy, heard that there was no
immediate danger and that the King had left Munich. The
people thronged around Ludwig's horse, kissed his boots, and in
the evening he was received in the theatre with unending apj >luuse.
But he only showed himself for a short time. He soon received
orders to march to Salzburg, which he entered with his division
in streaming rain on the last day of April. 'People know/ he said
jokingly, 'why they call the town the "pot de chambrc" of the
Holy Roman Empire/

Now Ludwig had a few days' leisure to look after his personal
affairs. He could not forget his discomfiture in the matter of his
marriage with the Russian Grand Duchess. He also feared a new
move by Napoleon. Nothing in the world would induce Ludwig to
marry a Frenchwoman, but he must take precautions against it
and give Napoleon to understand that he would probably bring
home as bride a Princess from one of the Saxon Ileuses, These
families, after all, belonged to the Rhine Confederation. The
Crown Prince wrote this to a Frenchman closely associated with
Napoleon, at the same time expressing his admiration for the
Emperor, whose calmness and confidence in the field he had had
opportunity of observing at close quarters.1 Ludwig wrote these
words of appreciation with intention, for he knew perfectly well
that they would be passed on to Napoleon, and he hoped they
might make the Emperor more favourably disposed towards him.

With anxiety the Crown Prince in Salzburg followed the
fighting in the Tyrol and had to admit that he understood the
rebels and even sympathized with them. Ludwig knew he could

* Crown Prince Ludwig wrote on this and another letter: " My opinion* are
not to be judged by the contents of these letters/' Munich H,A.